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Washington, D.C. 20240

May 7, 2004
Memorandum

To. Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs
Director, Bureau of Land Management
Commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation
Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Director, National Park Service
Director, Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
Deputy Solicitor

e T
From: Frank DeLuise, Program Manager

Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration Program
Subject: Policies and Operating Principles for Natural Resource Restoration Activities

The following policies and operating principles provide a framework for restoration activities
associated with the Department of the Interior (DOI) Natural Resource Damage Assessment and
Restoration (Restoration) Program. The policy is intended to address implementation of
restoration activities using funds recovered by DOI in settlements or judgments of damage
assessment cases. Nothing in this document is intended to alter, in any way, the specific statutory
or regulatory requirements, obligations, and responsibilities of the Department or to vest any
rights or responsibilities in third parties. Additional resources and information can be found in
the Draft Restoration Handbook, dated June 2002, which is currently being field tested and will
be finalized in 2004.

Background

The mission of the Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration Program (Restoration
Program) is to restore natural resources injured as a result of oil spills or hazardous substance
releases into the environment. In partnership with other affected State, Tribal, and Federal
trustee agencies, damage assessments provide the basis for determining the restoration needs that
address the public's loss and use of these resources.

As authorized by the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act
(CERCLA or Superfund), the Clean Water Act (CWA), and the Oil Pollution Act of 1990
(OPA), injuries to natural resources that the DOI manages or controls are assessed, and
appropriate restoration projects or compensation are identified to support negotiated settlements
or legal actions (in rare cases) with potentially responsible parties. Recoveries, in cash or in-kind
services, from the responsible parties are then used to finance or implement the restoration of the
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injured resources, including replacing or acquiring the equivalent of the injured, diminished, or
lost natural resources and services, pursuant to a publicly reviewed restoration plan.

General Policy

The goal of the Restoration Program is the timely restoration of injured resources, including lost
human and ecological services, to those conditions that would have existed if the releases and
injuries in question had not occurred. When appropriate, restoration includes compensation for
the value of interim losses pending restoration of the injured resource. Restoration
implementation is usually undertaken in partnership, consultation, and coordination with relevant
co-trustees, subject to the requirements and constraints of each of the co-trustees.



